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Conquering the DBQ: Alexander the
Great and His Legacy

Ah, Alexander the Great. King, conqueror, and a legend
whose name still resonates across centuries. But when it
comes to studying him in a history class, the dreaded DBQ
(Document-Based Question) often looms large. Fear not,
fellow history enthusiasts! This blog post will equip you with
the tools to conquer even the most challenging Alexander the
Great DBQ.

What is a DBQ anyway?

In a nutshell, a DBQ is an essay question that requires you to
analyze and interpret a set of historical documents (primary
and secondary sources) to support your argument. Think of it
as a historical detective game where you piece together
evidence to form a conclusion.

The Alexander the Great DBQ: Unpacking the Mystery

Most Alexander the Great DBQs will likely focus on one of
these key themes:

* His military campaigns: From Greece to Persia,
Alexander's conquests reshaped the world.
* His legacy and impact: How did Alexander's conquests
and reforms influence the subsequent development of the
ancient world?
* His character: Was he a brilliant strategist, a ruthless
conqueror, or both?

The How-To Guide: Cracking the DBQ Code

Here's a step-by-step guide to tackling any Alexander the
Great DBQ:

Step 1: Understand the Question

* Read the question carefully: Don't just skim! Highlight
key terms and verbs.
* Identify the task: What is the essay asking you to do?
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Analyze, compare, evaluate, argue? Understanding the
specific task will guide your approach.

Step 2: Analyze the Documents

* Primary sources: These are first-hand accounts like
letters, diaries, or inscriptions from the period. Pay close
attention to the author's perspective and potential biases.
* Secondary sources: These are scholarly articles, books, or
historical interpretations that offer analysis of primary
sources. Remember, secondary sources can also have biases.

Step 3: Group & Analyze Your Evidence

* Look for patterns: What common themes, perspectives, or
arguments emerge from your documents?
* Identify supporting evidence: Which documents directly
support your argument? Which documents might offer
opposing viewpoints?
* Categorize documents: Organize your documents into
logical groups that directly relate to your argument.

Step 4: Develop Your Thesis

* A thesis is your main argument: It should be clear,
concise, and directly answer the DBQ question.
* Use the evidence to build your thesis. Your documents
should support your overall argument.

Step 5: Structure Your Essay

* Introduction: Introduce the topic, your thesis statement,
and briefly outline your main arguments.
* Body Paragraphs: Each paragraph should focus on a
single idea, providing evidence from the documents to
support your points.
* Conclusion: Restate your thesis, summarize your main
arguments, and leave the reader with a lasting impression.

Visualizing Alexander's World

Imagine yourself stepping into Alexander's shoes. What
would you see? What would you hear?

* Look at maps: Visualizing Alexander's campaigns can
provide valuable context.
* Examine ancient artifacts: Objects like coins, statues, or
weapons reveal glimpses into ancient cultures and the
realities of Alexander's conquests.
* Picture the landscapes: What was Alexander's
environment like? Was it vast deserts, fertile plains, or
mountainous terrain? Visualizing these landscapes can help
you understand the challenges he faced.

Example: Alexander's Legacy

Let's say your DBQ asks: "Did Alexander the Great's
conquests ultimately benefit or harm the cultures he
conquered?"

Documents:
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* Primary Source: A quote from a Greek historian praising
Alexander's cultural tolerance.
* Primary Source: A letter from a Persian official criticizing
Alexander's imposition of Greek customs.
* Secondary Source: An article discussing the spread of
Hellenistic culture throughout the ancient world.

Analysis:

* Benefits: Alexander's conquests led to the spread of Greek
culture and ideas, influencing the development of art,
philosophy, and science.
* Harmful: The imposition of Greek customs on conquered
cultures eroded local traditions and potentially led to social
unrest.

Thesis:

Alexander the Great's conquests had both positive and
negative consequences for the cultures he conquered. While
they brought advancements in Hellenistic culture, they also
disrupted existing traditions and sparked resistance.

Step 6: Putting it All Together

* Write a clear and concise essay: Use transition words to
connect your ideas and ensure smooth flow.
* Cite your sources: Use proper footnotes or endnotes to
acknowledge the information you've gleaned from your
documents.

* Proofread carefully: Check for grammar, spelling, and
punctuation errors.

Key Points to Remember

* Analyze, don't just summarize: Go beyond simply re-
telling the story. Draw connections between the documents
and the historical context.
* Stay objective: Acknowledge different perspectives and
potential biases within the documents.
* Don't be afraid to disagree: If the documents present
conflicting viewpoints, it's okay to express your own analysis.

5 FAQs to Conquer Your Alexander the Great DBQ
Anxiety

1. How can I find reliable sources for my DBQ?

* University libraries: Access a vast collection of scholarly
articles, books, and primary source documents.
* Online databases: Sites like JSTOR, Project MUSE, and
Google Scholar offer access to academic journals and
publications.
* Primary source collections: The Library of Congress and
other reputable institutions have online repositories of
historical documents.

2. How do I deal with biased documents?

* Acknowledge the bias: State the potential bias of the
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author and explain how it might affect their perspective.
* Look for corroboration: Compare the source to other
documents to see if they offer a different perspective.

3. What if I'm not sure about the meaning of a
document?

* Look for context: Pay attention to the time period, the
author's background, and the historical events surrounding
the document.
* Consult additional resources: Reference dictionaries,
encyclopedias, or scholarly articles to gain a deeper
understanding.

4. How long should my DBQ essay be?

* Check your teacher's instructions. Most DBQs are around
5-7 paragraphs in length.

5. What is the best way to study for a DBQ?

* Practice, practice, practice: Work through past DBQs
and analyze historical documents to get comfortable with the
format.
* Develop a strong understanding of the topic: Read
about Alexander the Great's life, his campaigns, and his
impact on the world.

Remember, conquering a DBQ is a process. By
understanding the format, carefully analyzing the

documents, and developing a strong argument, you can
unlock the secrets of Alexander the Great's fascinating
history.
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